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NEVADA COPPER BELT RAILROAD 


Nevada Copper Belt freight train in 1945 headed 
by engine No. 5 which later was sold to the VGT. 
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NEVADA COPPER BELT RAILROAD 


The Nevada Copper Belt Rail- 
road was a short line carrier 
in the western part of Nevada 
connecting with the Southern 
Pacific's ex-Carson & Colorado 
line at Wabuska and running west 
to the Nevada-Douglas Copper 
Company mines near Ludwig. 

It was on March 17, 1909 at 
Salt Lake City that the Board of 
Directors of the Nevada-Douglas 
Copper Company approved an agree- 
ment entered into by Vice Pres- 
ident A. J. Orem and Secretary, 

W. C. Orem on behalf of the 
company with J. G. Jacobs anc 
others to begin, at once, the 
survey for a proposed railway 
line from the Southern Pacific 
to the company's mines and to 
later furnish funds to construct 
the railroad. 

On March 22, 1909 the Nevada 
Copper Belt Railroad Company was 
incorporated under the laws of 
tne State of Maine and on Octob- 
er 20th of the same year the 
Mason & Douglas Construction Com- 
pany was incorporated under the 
laws of the State of Utah. 

A contract was entered into 
between the railroad and the con- 
struction company on November 15, 
1909 to build and equip the pro- 
posed railroad. During the summ- 
er months preliminary surveys had 
been made and right of way secur- 
ed over what was considered the 
most desireable route. Active 
construction work was instituted 
immediately by the Mason & Doug- 
las Construction Company out of 
Wabuska. 

By January 14, 1910 the line 
had been completed to Yerington, 
a distaace of 11.5 miles, and a 
month later the line reached the 
town of Mason, 

On March 1, 1910 that part of 
the railroad from Wabuska to the 
town of Mason was formally turn- 
ed over to the Nevada Copper Belt 
Railroad for operation. During 
the summer of 1910 Little pro- 
gress was made, due to grading 
contractors failing to have their 
work sufficiently ahead to permit 
track laying at an advantage. 

Commencing in September, how- 
ever, active construction work 
was again resumed between Mason 
and Hudson. Some difficulty was 
encountered through Walker River 
Canyon (Wilson Canyon) by reason 

of considerable cuts, fills and 
additional engineering construct- 
ion necessitated through the 
narrow canyon following the con- 
tour of the winding river. 
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Hudson, at the extreme end of 
the canyon, was reached ou Feb- 
ruary 15, 1911 and the station 
opened for business immediately. 

A further survey having been 
completed from Hudson to the 
shaft of the Nevada-Douglas Copp- 
er Company mine, the. grading 
contractors pushed ahead rapidly 
and the following July track lay- 
ing and surfacing was well toward 
completion, The railroad was 
completed to the mine on November 
1, 1911 and the station named 
Ludwig. 

A branch line, not shown on 
the map, extending northward from 
Wabuska 2.54 miles to Thompson, 
where the smelter of the Mason 
Valley Mines Company was located, 
was constructed during the fall 
of 1910 and opened for business 
on February 15, 1911. 

The main line ran southerly 
from Wabuska to the canyon of the 
West Walker River and in a south- 
westerly direction through the 
Walker River canyon into Smith 
Valley, and thence in a north- 
westerly direction to the town of 
Hudson and further to Ludwig. 

The railroad was standard 
gauge and the main line was laid 
with 60-pound rail. Spurs and 
Sidings were available at Thomp- 
son, Wabuska, Warren, Campbell, 
Yerington, Mason, Nordyke, Wil- 
son, Hudson, Colony and Ludwig. 

In the beginning the railroad 
was a most successful operation 
having three locomotives and two 
passenger motor cars as well as 
an ample supply of rolling stock 
to handle lcecal business. How- 
ever, as business developed a 
pressing need for additional mot- 
ive power and rolling stock re- 
quired additional purchases. The 
early schedules consisted of 3 
passenger and 9 freight trains 
per day or a total of 12 round- 
trips every day except Sunday. 

Tributary to the railroad was 
300,000 acres of rich agricult- 
ural land located in the Mason, 
Smith and Antelope valleys of 
which the greater part was and is 
under irrigation. Previous to 

the advent of the railroad there 
was no market for the crops of 
these valleys which were now con- 
nected to the outside markets, 
There developed a very active 
business from the ranches of the 
valleys through which the Nevada 
Copper Belt Railroad passed on 
the publishing of the first tari- 
fis and timetable on February 14, 
1910. 

W. C. Orem was President, 
Archie J. Orem was Vice President 
D. MacVichie was General Manager 
Continued page 5 








Top: Nevada Copper Belt #1 
Middle: Nevada Copper Belt #2 
Bottom: Nevada Copper Belt #5 in 1946 by Arthur Lloyd, Jr. 
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Nevada Copper Belt Railroad - from page 3 





and G. M. Fraser was Superintend- 
ent. In August of 1913 G. M. 
Fraser passed away and F. J. Sull 
ivan, who was at that time Audit- 
or, was made Superintendent. A 
great deal of the credit for the 
development of business with the 
ranchers is due Mr. Sullivan as 
he was always active and his re- 
sults were phenomenal, 

In November of 1914 Sullivan 
left to accept a position with 
the Salt Lake & Utah Railroad 
and the following month Mr. P. 

H. Cook was appointed Superint- 
endent of the Nevada Copper Belt. 
He remained in this position 
until he retired in October of 
1937. 

Through various financial 
difficulties, not altogether con- 
nected with the railroad, the 
company was forced into receiver- 
ship on April 2, 1925 and J. I. 
Wilson was appointed Receiver. 
This was a strange deve lopment 
in view of the fact that the 
railroad was handling its heav- 
iest tonnage in its history and 
very near to capacity at the 
time, 

Business continued to be heavy 
until March 31, 1929 when the 
Thompson Smelter closed down to 
be followed on June 29 by the 
Bluestone and Mason Valley mines, 
The smelter and these mines were 
the main sources of tonnage and 
their closing was a major loss. 

On July 30, 1932 the Standard 
Gypsum Plaster Plant closed down 
and operations from Hudson to 
Ludwig, a distance of 9 miles, 
were discontinued. This teft 
the Regan Brothers Gypsum mine 
as any real source of constant 
revenue as truck competition cut 
into farm and merchandise hauls. 

In August of 1937 P. H. Cook 
retired and T. H. Lever as app- 
Ointed Superintendant. He in 
turn was succeeded by L. G. Ellis 
on July 20, 1940. Mr. Ellis to 
gether with H. H. Koehler, the 
auditor, tried to hold the road 
together, but the’ payroll which 
once had 60 persons on it now 
had only 18, 

On June 30, 1941, J. I. Wilson 
was retired as Trustee and S. C. 
Bigelow who was appointed to suc- 
ceed him promptly put the rail- 
road up for sale. It was sold a 
at auction on August 12, 1941 to 
a new "Nevada Copper Belt Railway 
Company” organized by the Parr 
Terminal Company of San Francisco 
The U.S. District court approved 

the sale on September 2nd and 
the Interstate Commerce Commiss- 
ion handed down its approval on 
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February 9, 1942 and the Trust- 
ee was discharged April 20, 1942. 

The new company was headed by 
Fred D. Parr as President, T. A. 
Goldrick as Vice President and 
Traffic Manager; Wm. C. Morehead 
as Treasurer; Fred P. Cox as the 
Secretary and Operating Manager; 
L. G. Ellis as Superintendent and 
J. L. Fautz as Auditor. 

The new company had two steam 
locomotives and two passenger gas 
motors in operation and made two 
roundtrips six days per week. 

The line between Hudson and Lud- 
wig, long out of service, was 
abandoned and rail taken up in 
October and November of 1942. 
Passenger service was next to go 
being abandoned in 1945. 

By 1946 the company was faced 
with a possible expenditure of 
between 40 and 50 thousand dollar 
for rehabilitating the line and 
in view of decreasing operating 
revenues petitioned to abandon 
all service. A petition to aban- 
don was filed August 21, 1946 
with the Nevada Public Service 
Commission and on January 2, 1947 
abandonment was authorized. 

The line was torn-up shortly 
afterwards and engine #5 sold to 
the Virginia & Truckee Railroad 
and passenger motor #21 sold to 
the Bay Area Electric Railroad 
Association, 


This history originally 
written by Arthur Lloyd, Jr 
and Eldon Lucy for the CNRHS 
BULLETIN edited by Ray Tufv- 
eson and appeared in the 
October, 1946 issue. 


ROSTER OF MOTIVE POWER 
NEVADA COPPER BELT RAILROAD 


1 4-6-0 Baldwin #12204 1891 

2 2-8-0 Lima #1091 1911 

3 2-8-0 Baldwin #37577 1912 

4 2-8-0 Baldwin 

5 2-8-0 Richmond #66302 1925 
6 0-6-0* Fate-Root-Heath 

20 motor Fairbanks-Morse 

21 motor Hall-Scott #5 1910 


22 motor Hall-Scott #13 1914 


-notes- 

1. Originally Los Angeles Ter- 
minal #7, SP,LA & SL #51, 
LA & SL #51, LV&T #2, was 
scrapped in 1916. 

2 Specification 18x24-50-200- 
26400-134550; scrapped. 

3 Specification 20x26-50-200- 
35360-163000; sold in 1921 
to Sierra Railway of Calif- 
ornia where it became #24. 

4 “Never operated on Nevada 
Copper Belt"; tender to #2. 

5 Specification 19x26-51-200- 
31300; sold in 1947 to the 
Virginia & Truckee as #5. 

Continued page 8 
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Top: Conventional train in 1946 headed by engine #5 
Middle: The “Little Giant", #6, on a freight train in 1946. 
Bottom: The “Little Giant", Gas-powered #6, at Mason. 

All photos by Arthur Lloyd, Jr. 
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Photos by Arthur Lloyd, Jr. 
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Bottom: Passenger Motor 21 at Mason. 














Nevada Copper Belt Railroad - from page 5 


6 A gasoline powered freight 
motor purchased second hand 
in 1945, 

20 A small passenger motor; 
burned on the road. 

21 A wooden combination motor 
with body built by Holman 
Car Co.; purchased in 1911; 
150 h.p., 32 passengers, 54 
foot long, 72,000 pounds; 
sold to Bay Area Electric 
Railroad Association, 

22 A steel combination motor pur- 
chased from the Salt Lake & 
Utah Railroad; 150 h.p., 25 
passengers, 60 foot long, 80, 
000 pounds weight; scrapped 
in 1947. 


Roster from G. M. Best via D. S. 
Richter; additional notes from 
Arthur Lloyd, Jr. 

Tux Ovecut Gurpe. 
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REVADA COPPER BELT RAILWAY COMPARY. 
FRED D. PARE. President. Francteco, 
‘Vice-President 














THE OFFICIAL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT REGISTER — 
= ~ Nevada Copper Belt Railway Co. 
Reporting Markse—“‘N C B” 
Purp D. Pann, President scr Py ae 1 Drumm 8t,, | 
T. A. Gooprick, Vice-Pres. & Traffic Mgr....?San Francisco, Cal | 
Fab Pann Cox. Secretary.......:.0++ venessessMason, New | 





J. L Faorz, Auditor & Asst. Traffic Manager... * | 
GENERAL OFFICES, MASON (LYON COUNTY), NEV. i 
Miles of road operated, 9; gauge, 4 ft 64 In. Eguipment—Locomotives 
(ot! burning), 2: gasoline motor,2; freight.8. Railway Express Agency. inc., 
operates over this line F 
are not employed in Commercial Service. 
All payments made by voucher. No drafts accepted 
Report movements and mileage or per diem to J. L. Fautz, Auditor, 
Mason, Nev | 
FREIGHT CONNECTIONS AND JUNCTION POINTS. 
Southern 


Wabuska, Nev..........:.00:...5:: Apr.. 19hh._|| 











TRAIN CHANGES ON OVERLAND ROUTE 


The "rumor" department has 
come up with some changes in the 
S.P.-U.P.-C.N.W. "Overland Route” 
in January. The Gold Coast will 
be taken off as confirmed else- 
where and the Overland will be 
rerouted west of Odgen to St 
Louis. The City of S.F. will 
thus become the only through 
train on this route to Chicago, 
The extra fare and the 39-3/4 
hour schedule will be discontin- 
ued the rumor concludes, 

The rumor department also 
advises that the "West Coast" and 
the "Owl" may be combined shortly, 


Diesels 4811 and 4812 have been 
having a hard time with automobiles 
both having been out of service for 
a week each due to collisions, 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC SCRAPS 


1220 Bayshore 7/2 
1262 Purdy Co. LA del. 7/6 
2480 Purdy Co. SF del. 7/21 
2820 Purdy Co. LA del. 7/28 
3217 Purdy Co. SF del. 7/21 
3671 Purdy Co. LA del. 7/19 
3714 Purdy Co. LA del. 7/26 
3721 Purdy Co. LA del. 7/19 
4310 Purdy Co. LA del. 7/23 
5008 Portland 7/16 
5012 Portland 7/28 
1724 Purdy Co. LA del. 8/16 
1773 Purdy Co. LA dei. 8/14 
1800 Purdy Co. IA del. 8/16 
2331 Purdy Co. LA del. 8/20 
2339 Purdy Co. LA del. 8/16 
2710 Purdy Co. SF del. 8/4 
4320 Purdy Co. SF del. 8/17 
4333 Purdy Co. SF del. 8/17 
4339 Purdy Co. LA del. 8/11 
1171 Bayshore 9/22 
1276 Purdy Co. SF del. 9/4 
1295 PurdyCo. SF del. 9/16 
1643 Purdy Co. LA del. 9/10 
1721 Purdy Co. LA del. 9/30 
2360 Purdy Co. LA del. 9/24 
2410 Purdy Co. LA del. 9/8 
2411 Purdy Co. LA del. 9/8 
2431 Purdy Co; IA del. 9/8 
2539 Oregon St. Port. d.9/22 
2550 Purdy Co. LA del. 9/16 
2556 Purdy Co. SF del. 9/10 
2742 Oregon St. Port. d.9/22 
3612 Purdy Co. LA del. 9/1 
3627 Purdy Co. LA del. 9/1 
3709 Purdy Co. LA del. 9/10 
4313 Purdy Co. LA del. 9/8 
4365 Purdy Co. LA del. 9/10 
5031 Portland 9/22 

The following S.P. engines have been "vac- 
ated" and are awaiting scrap: n.g. 8, 1223, 
1232, 1240, 1278, 1287, 1743, 1763, 1776, 
1779, 1792, 1807, 1830, 1834, 2321, 2324, 
2348, 2354, 2362, 2365, 2369, 2370, 2380, 
2414, 2462, 2483, 2485, 2516, 2522, 2530, 
2544, 2546, 2567, 2574, 2585, 2595, 2596, 
2702, 2709, 2713, 2722, 2727, 2729, 2731, 
2735, 2747, 2748, 2755, 2757, 2761, 2764, 
2773, 2776, 2778, 2782, 2787, 2793, 2798, 
2801, 2805, 2811, 2828, 2842, 2860, 3265, 
3298, 3638, 3652, 3657, 3681, 3685, 3686, 
3687, 3692, 3694, 3700, 3702, 3727, 3744, 
3802, 4120, 4129, 4130, 4131, 4132, 4134, 
4139, 4141, 4142, 4143, 4145, 4146, 4148, 
4153, 4155, 4156, 4157, 4158, 4166, 4173, 
4192, 4194, 4196, 4197, 4245, 4325, 4326, 
4327, 4355, 4362, 4363, 4368, 5000, 5005, 
5024, 5025, 5027, 5036, 5047, SubAE 104. 


5000's END SERVICE 


The 3-cylinder 4-10-2 steam 
locomotives have come to the end 
of their service when on November 
20, 1954 the 5021 was pulled out 
of service at Portland, Oregon 
with a broken frame. Built in 
1925-27 the 49 engines of this 
class saw most of their service 
on the Rio Grande Division until 
diesels displaced them a few 
years ago. 
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Trains Run Again 
On NWP Railroad 


Pact Ends 25-Day 
Engineers’ Strike 


The Northwestern Pacific Rail- 
road resumed operations today 
with the end of the Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Engineers’ 25-day 
strike. 

Freight trains began running 
again on the 276-mile line be- 
tween Tiburon and Eureka, and 





passenger train service is to re- 
sume tonight. 

The settlement was announced 
yesterday by George L. Morri- 
son, vice president and general 
manager of the railroad, and J. 
P. Colyar, the union's general 
chairman. Direct negotiations 
were resumed Saturday. 


Tearms Not Revealed 


Terms of the settlement 
agreed upon Sunday by nego- 
tiators for the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers and the 
railroad were not announced at 
the time, but General Chairman 
J. P. Colyar of the Brotherhood 
said yesterday they included: 

A half-day’s pay for every 
man deprived of work by “call- 
ing a man out of turn”; one 
hour's pay for an engineer's 
adding or detaching diesel 
units, a job he has been doing 
without extra pay; extra pay 
for all switching operations in- 
Stead of just those on long 
runs, and extra pay for delays 
after the train reaches its ter- 
minal. 

The first train to move since 
the strike began left Eureka, 
northern terminus of the line, 
at 7:30 a. m. yesterday. A sec- 
ond followed at 8 a. m., and 
a third at 8:30. The first north- 

beund train left Tiburon, south- 
ern terminus, at 8 a. m. 
Two other trains, one north- 













bound and one southbound, left 
at 8 a.m. from Willits, midway 
on the 276-mile line. 

Passenger service will not be 
restored until Friday, the rail- 
road's general manager, George 
L. Morrison, announced. Until 
then all efforts will be devot- 
ed to clearing some of the 
backlog of freight shipments. 
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Issue No, 18 


Consultant Tells Why Sacto-Northern 
Held infeasible for Commuter Service 


Topography, estimated insufficient passenger use and 


unsatisfactory routing were listed Tuesda 
W. McGlashon, special consultant to the 


night by Donald 
rancisco Bay 


Area Rapid Transit Commission, as the main reasons for the 
commission’s opinion that it would be unfeasible to resume 





Sierra RR Plans 
to Use Diesels 


Conversion to Take 


Place Next Year 


JAMESTOWN, Nov. 12 — The 
Sierra Railroad Co., operators of 
a ‘‘short line” common carrier be- 
tween Oakdale and Tuolumne City 
in Tuolumne County, plans to con- 
vert its steam power to diesel 
engines early next year, W. C. 
Cheney, vice-president and gener- 
al manager, announced yesterday. 

Cheney said the conversion 
Process will become effective 
April 1. He said the company di- 
rectors last week approved the 
purchase of two diesel-electric lo- 
comotive engines for use on the 
line. Cost of the project will be 
$230,000. The new engines will re- 

lace five steam ones now in use 

yy the company. 
EARLY-DAY LOCOMOTIVE. 

He said the company plans to 
Sel] its steam engines, but will re- 
tain the locomotive and cars which 
have been used by the motion pic- 
ture industry to make more than 

movies in Tuolumne County. 
This train is of early-day vintage, 
and was used by the company dur- 
ing its beginning days. 
New diesels to be 

Baldwin S-12, 1200 hp 

numbered 0 and ke 


Muni Gets Job 


The Municipal Railway, as 
the lowest (and only) bidder, 
yesterday won a contract from 
the city to convert 15 of its 
streetcars to one-man operation. 

Turner said the 15 one-man 
cars will be added Within two 
months to 25 now in operation 
on the city’s K and L streetcar 
lines. 


Fx iter service on the old 


Sacramento Northern Rail- 
road here. 

McGLASHON CITED the follow- 
ing criteria as the basis for reject- 
ing the idea of resumption of com- 
muter service on the Sacramento- 
Northern a nn atten ene 

1, Topography — the 
too aon for rapid transit. 

2. Tne estimated passenger use 
would be too low. 

3. Comparison with alternate pos- 
sible routes showed the present 
route in disfavor. 

“FROM THESE investigations and 
analyses,” McGlashon said, “the 
conclusion reached was that the 
right-of-way between Shafter Ave- 
nue and layette does not offer 
possibilities as a rapid transit route.’ 


S. P. Orders 
163 More 
Diesels 


Southern Pacific has placed 
orders for another 163 diesel 
locomotive units to go into serv- 
ice in the first five months of 
1955, President D. J. Russell 
announced yesterday. 

The new locomotives will be 
purchased from Electro-Motive 
Division of General Motors, 
from American Locomotive, 
and from General Electric. 

Russell said that this boosts 
to $30,000,000 the road’s outlay 
for diesel motive power in just 
the last six months. Since the 
war the company has invested 
in 1520 diesel units costing 
about $245.000,000. 

It will have more than 214 
million horsepower of diesel 
power, which handled 85 per 
cent of freight, 78 per cent of 
passenger train miles, and 81 
per cent of yard switching. 





Eight Club 
Meet Set For 
Fresno in Jan. 


Eight California railfan organi- 
zations are planning a prelimin- 
ary meeting in Fresno the first 
weekend in January to plan a ten- 
tative master schedule for 1955 
excursions in the state and to 
consider a statewide railfan con- 
vention later in the year. A max- 
imum of three representatives 
from each club has been set for 
the Fresno meeting, and it is ex- 
pected that the club will act on 
the matter of delegates at the 
coming meeting. 

Those organizations planning 
attendance, in addition to Central 
Coast, are Pacific Railroad So- 
ciety, Southern California Chap- 
ter of Electric Railroaders Assn., 
and Southern California Chapter 
of R&LHS, all of Southern Cali- 
fornia, and Cal-Nevada, Pacific 
Coast Chapter R&LHS, Northern 
Cal, and Bay Area Electric Rail- 
road Assn. 


The Centennial— 
Railroadians Issue 
1955 A&MR Calendar 


Now ready for distribution is 
the tenth annual commemorative 
calendar issued by the Railroad- 
ians of America, the subject for 
the 1955 calendar being the Arcata 
& Mad River Railroad. 

Printed in three colors, the cal- 
endar broadside gives the history, 
rosters, four photos, and a map of 
the area, which is a worthy ad- 
dition to any railfan’s wall. 

The calendars may be obtained 
for 50 cents each, postpaid, by 
sending remittance to Railroad- 
ians of America, 1500 Chanslor 
Avenue, Richmond 5, California. 


Anyone interested in scale 
drawings of the Overfair Railway 
engines now owned by Billy 
Jones will be pleased to know 
that they are available. Frederic 
Shaw, 4 Third Street, Sausalito, 
Calif, who, incidentally, does 
beautiful work, has completed the 
1500, 0-6-0T, to %4-inch scale and 
the 1913, 4-6-2, to %-inch scale. 
The prints are 16”x25” and sell 
for $1.60 each postpaid. 


STEAM BOWS OUT ON THE SP’s NARROW GAGE S.F. 


When steam locomotives made 


over the Southern Pacifie’s 70.4-1 





tween Keeler. Cal. and Laws, last 


9. built in 





45 
Company 
the onl narrow-gage diesel unit 








railroad service in the L 
has been appropriately 


TWO FORMER DINING CARS 











their last official run 
36-in.-gage line be- turned 
mth, 


carried with 
4 4 









1911. and 


1909—have been replaced by a single 
», 450-hp narrow-gage diesel, built by General Electric 


Believed to be 


operated in revenue 
. the new loce i 


native 








have been mod- 


ernized and converted into cafe-reserved seat coaches by 
the Great Northern's St. Paul shops, for service on the 


“Cascadians” betweer 
air-conditioned and equi 
bearing trucks. The o 
sche 














Spokane and Seattle. The cars are 
ipped with new roofs and roller- 

« and green exterior color 
» follows the pattern of other GN streamliners. 





Stalling tactics by the Southern Pacific Company in 


the battle of the Fo 


urth Street blockade appear to have 


more than their usual purpose, this time. 


The railroad, faced with a co’ 
Court decisions, is hoping to fix 
session of the legislature with a special bill 


uple of adverse Supreme 
things in the upcoming 


Thus, it is obvious that the company wi i 

y will be in no 
mood to settle the Fourth Street matter until it has had 
a chance to get its desired law passed. 


Ip Re . * 4 
UP Expands. Modernizes Ogden Yard 


At a cost of more than $4,000,000, 
the Union Pacific and Southern Pa- 
cific Railroads have expanded and 
modernized the Ogden, Utah, freight 
yard as part of the roads’ joint pro- 
gram to expedite. increased traffic for 
the benefit of shippers and to safe- 
guard and improve transportation re- 
quirements for national defense. 

The Ogden improvements are of 
national Significance in the trai - 
tion of perishables because the Pacific 
Fruit .Express Company, jointly 
owned by the Union Pacific and South- 


ern Pacific, has converted to me- 
chanical icing, increased icing plat- 
form facilities by 220 refrigerator cars, 
and ded ice uf. 





P and 
Storage facilities. Pacific Fruit Ex- 
Press expenditures total $1,000,000. 
This company, Operating the world’s 
largest refrigerator car. fleet of more 
than 39,000 cars, can now completely 
ice full-length unbroken trains at the 
Ogden, Council Bluffs and Kansas 
City yards of the Union Pacific. 

ion of the east or River- 
dale yard for the Ogden Union Rail- 


Detroit PCC cars recently but 





Be a Good Neighbor K 


And Visit Other Groups 4 
During the winter months when 

railfan activities, other than local 

club meetings, are at a low ebb, 


it is suggested that an extra even- 
ing a month be set aside to visit 
one of the neighboring organiza- 
tions on their meeting night. 

In line with this suggestion the 
following information is given tl 
relative to the meeting places and 
dates of the various organizations. c 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Associa- h 
tion meets on the first Friday of the g 
month at the Hotel Shattuck, Shattuck 
and Alliston Way, Berkeley P 

San Francisco Branch, Railroadians a 
of America, meets on the second Tues- 
day of each month at the Clinton Cefe- 


teria, 1057 Market St., San Francisco u 

on the second floor s 
California-Nevada Railroad Historical aa 

Society meets the third Tuesday of the 

month at the Lakeview Branch Library. k 

Grand and Lakeshore, Oakland. C 
Northern California Railroad Club 

meets the third Thursday of the month pl 

in a coach at the SP’s Third and Town- 

send depot, San Francisco rr 
Central Coast Railway Club meets ci 

the third Friday of each month in the 


Eastside San Jose Publ:c Library, 23rd 
and E. Santa Clara Sts., San Jose 


Pacific Coast Chapter of Reilway & di 
Locomotive Historical Scciety meets the th 
fourth Friday of each month in room d 
360, 220 Bush St., San Francisco 

All meetings convene at 7:30-0:00 n 


p.m., and visitors are always welcome 


0 

a 

Muni was offered 100 : 
y 


them down. i 





From McCloud comes word of 
the progress on the McCloud 
River Railroad’s new Burney ex 
tension, which is progressing sat- 
isfactorily and on schedule. The 
overpass on Highway 89 just 
north of Lake Britton was ex- 
pected to be completed about the 
first of November) with steel work 
on the bridge crossing the lake to 
commence immediately following. 
The 500-foot long bridge will be 
finished during the month of De 
cember. The railroad has béen 
completed in every detail up to 
Cayton Valley where revenue 
cars have been loaded for more 
than a month for the trip to 
McCloud and the outside world 
Grading has also commenced on 
the south side of Lake Britton 
where there will be a 70-foot fill 
and a 30-foot cut at the end of 
the first mile beyond the lake 
This will be at the point the grade 
pulls out of the canyon and will 
continue along more or less level 
terrain through the woods on into 
the Burney area. And on towards 
that gold spike! 


a. nn in in a i 
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Selfish Transit QWER-ALL TRANSIT PLAN 
FOR BAY AREA, GOAL 


Planning Rapped 


Unified Bay Area 
Program Is Urged 


With all the rapid transit talk 
that’s heen going on for the past 
couple of years, San Francisco 
hasn't really 
got going on a 
program of Forward 
any sort 

Thus the city San 
was somewhat : 
startled last | Francisco 
week when it 
learned that Alameda and Contra 
Costa County have about com- 
pleted a comprehensive plan for 
rapid transit—and left San Fran- 
cisco completely out of it. 

The plan is embodied in a bill 
drawn up by State Senator Ar- 
thur Breed, who expects to intro- 
duce it in the Legislature next 
month. It would permit the two 
East Bay counties to set up their 
own transit system district, and 
allow them to permit replace- 
ment of the privately operated 
Key System, which isn't what 
you'd call popular with many of 
its riders. 

No Extra Costs 

Breed said present plans don’t 
consider any link with San Fran- 
cisco—that “‘we are taking care 
of our own.”’ He said the East 
Bay doesn’t want to get tied up 
to a program in which extra 
costs might be foisted on it by 
San Francisco, Marin and Penin- 
sula needs. 

In San Francisco, Phil Landis, 
head of the Parking and Transit 
Advisory Council, was hot under 
the collar about the whole deal— 
not at Breed, but at San Fran- 
cisco for being asleep at the 
switch, He pointed out we are let- 
ting a situation develop where 
terminals and other transit facili- 
ties eventually provided here will 
be located at the whim of out- 
siders. 

Meanwhile, two transit ex- 
perts, Frederick Adams and 
John Howard, consultants to the 
Bay Area Rapid Transit Com- 
mission, warned that the Bay 
Area as a whole faces the pro- 
blem of swelling population and 
the question of whether rapid 
transit will be developed to meet 
the needs of the area as a whole, 
or will be fitted together piece- 
meal, with each segment of the 
area jealously maintaining its in- 
dependence —and thereby con- 
tinuing the same confusion that 
now: exists in the transportation 
picture here. 

Another Phase 

In another phase of rapid 
transit discussion, John Beckeit, 
head of the engineering commit- 
tee of the transit commission, 
expressed great interest in and 
declared himself impressed by, 
the Henry K. Norton plan for an 

elevatetd bustrain transit sys- 
tem for the Bay Area. 





Engineers for the Bay Area 
Rapid Transit commission vyester- 
dav disclosed at a press conference 
that they doubt whether the new 
freeways and bridges, including 
the proposed southern crossing 
and the Richmond-San_ Rafael 
bridge. will be adequate to provide 
for eventual mass rapid transit 
needs. 

They set a maximum 45-minute 
commute time to more parts of the 
nine bay area communities as the 
theoretical target for the commis- 
sion. Plans are being worked out 
now. 

Single System Held Best 

The fact was stressed that a sin- 
gle speedy transit system would 
unify both sides of the bay. 

Participating in the discussion 
were Rush Ziegenfelder, Frederick 
J. Adams and John T. Howard. 
Ziegenfelder is a partner in the 
firm of Parsons, Brinckerhoff, 
Hall and McDonald, which is pre- 
paring the engineering studies for 
the commission. Adams is a con- 
sultant for the firm and is head of 
the city planning department of 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Both he and Howard 
have recently been making studies 
of the bay area’s future popula- 
tion and business-industry growth 
trends on which to base estimates 
for the mass rapid transit system. 

The study will probably recom- 
mend a single unified transit sys- 
tem, rather than a series of inter- 
connecting systems. 


East Bay Transit 
Reports Thursday 


Two reports on East Bay 
transportation will be present- 
ed to the Bay Area Rapid 
Transit Commission meeting 
here at 2 p. m. Thursday in the 
Division of Highways building, 
150 Oak street. One will con- 
cern the Bay Bridge railway, 
and the other will be on pro- 
posed legislation to form East 
Bay transporation districts. 





His interest indicated that the 
plan will receive serious con- 
sideration from the commission 
in studying the type of transit 
system best suited to the needs 
of this area. 

Another transit system pro- 
posal—Monorail—was the sub- 
ject last week of a report by 
City Engineer Ralph Wadsworth, 
who told supervisors here that 
a sketchy study indicated it 
might face difficulties in San 
Francisco. Twin Peaks and Sun- 
set tunnels are pretty narrow, he 
pointed out, and the deep under- 
pinning necessary for Monorail 
would necessitate relocation of 
underground utilities. 


Although the engineers wouldn't 
be pinned down as to the exact 
speed that the new rapid vehicles 
would maintain, they said such a 
system would shoot for the 45- 
minute goal. 

S. F. Terminal Planned 

Ziegenfelder flatly denied ru- 
mors that the commission is con- 
sidering having only one rapid 
transit terminal in San Francisco. 
He said that there was no truth to 
a report such a terminal would be 
located in the vicinity of Fifth 
and Mission streets 

“We foresee a series of terminals 
or stopping points within the city 
of San Francisco. We would not 
go for a duplication of the Key 
system terminal which dumps 
passengers at one place.” 

Target date for the exact form 
and shape of the system will be in 
August, he said. 

The growth of the bay area could 
be adversely affected if mass rapid 
transit is not developed for the 
entire bay area, it was noted. 


Rapid Transit 

In the hope that it may speed 
studies of rapid transit for the 
Bay Area, Governor Knight last 
week released a lengthy report 
by the State Division of High- 
ways. 

The report, focused on the San 
Francisco Bay Bridge, declared 
that the division believes a 
smoothly functioning rail system 
on the span would be far prefer- 
able to buses. 

Key System wants to take its 
rails off the span and substitute 
bus service. The highway divi- 
sion's report said this would re- 
sult in a considerable foul-up of 
traffic. It said the cost of a suit- 
able rail system would be at 
least 20 million dollars, and that 
this undoubtedly was too much 
for Key. Reading between the 
lines, this would indicate that the 
state, the Bay counties or a new 
private setup might be neces- 
sary. 


Piedmont Council 
Okays Transit Vote 


Piedmont's city council has 
unanimously endorsed proposed 
legislation that would ask East 
Bay voters to decide if they 
want to establish an East Bay 
transit district. The council's 
action involved a Proposed ac- 
tion drafted by East Bay city 
attorneys through the East Bay 
Division of the League of Cali- 
fornia Cities, 

The draft will be submitted 
to other East Bay councils for 
approval. The proposed transit 
district would either take over 


or enter competition with t 
Key System. = 








Law & Regulation 





UP Wins Partial Court 
Victory in Ogden Case 


The court to which the Union Paci- 
fic appealed has ruled that the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission lacked 
power to open the Ogden Gateway as 
wide as the commission undertook to 
do in its 1953 decision. 

That decision came out of a com- 
plaint whereby the Denver & Rio 
Grande Western asked the commission 
to require the UP to participate in 
joint through routes and rates, via Og- 
den, on trafic moving between “Colo- 
rado common points” and points east 
thereof, and points in the Northwest. 
UP participation in joint rates on the 
traffic involved is now limited gener- 
ally to rates applicable over routes 
which make Denver, Colo., the point of 
interchange. 

The commission decision gave the 
Rio Grande a partial victory. finding 
that through routes and joint rates via 
Ogden were “necessary and desirable 
in the public interest” on a selected 
group of commodities. 

As indi- 
cated above. that victory was trimmed 
by the court which was a special three- 
judge tribunal sitting in the federal 
district court at Omaha. Nebr. 

The court ruled that the commission 
order was invalid insofar as it required 
joint rates on shipments which do not 
require stoppage-in-transit privileges at 
points on the Rio Grande. It sent the 
case back with instructions that the 
gateway be opened only as to traffic 
which does require such transit priv- 
ileges. 

Cireuit Judge Cellet and District 
Judge Delehant comprised the court 
majority, a dissent having come from 
its third member—Circuit Judge John- 
sen. He found evidence that the case 
marked “another attempt by the com- 
mission to gain a new foothold . . . 
for the philosophy and position that 
it should have the right to put into 
effect as many new through routes as 
it deems advisable. without being re- 
quired to give consideration to the 
question of short hauling another 
carrier.” 

Following issuance of the court rul- 
ing, the commission further postponed 
the effective date of its order in the 
case—from December 1 until Febru- 
arv 1. 1955 


Hyman-Michaels Company 
Revising Its Operations 


The Hyman-Michaels Company has 
discontinued its scrap iron and railway 
salvage yards at San Frencisco and 
Los Angeles. and has consolidated such 
activities in the Chicago and St. Louis 
areas. 


SAN MANUEL ARIZONA.—This rood hos op- 
‘ to the ICC i i 


plied for authority to issve 40, 

stock ot $1 to the mining com. 
pony. The rood will connect the mine, loc 
ot |, Ariz., with the Southern Pacific 
at He 


Equipment & Supplies 





GN’‘s ‘55 Budget 
Nearly $16 Million 


Directors of the Great Northern, on 
October 16, approved a budget for 1955 
expenditures 6f nearly $16 million. 

A system-wide program of roadway 
betterment will consume nearly $14 
million of the total. Plans call for in- 
stallation of 175 miles of new 115-lb 
rail and necessary fittings, application 
of 952,000 cu yd of ballasting; bank 
widening, and installation of heavier 
used rail on 105 miles of secondary 
lines. Thirteen bridges, in North Da- 
kota, Montana. Washington and British 
Columbia, will be strengthened. 

Purchase of roadway machines and 
tools, improvements to signaling. and 
line improvements also are included 
in the program. 


NP Planning to Spend 
Nearly $28 Million in ‘55 


Directors of the Northern Pacific 
have approved expenditure of nearly 
$28 million for new equipment and 
improvements in 1955. Some of the 
larger items in the program are de- 
tailed herewith. 

The largest single expenditure listed 
is $10,223.000 for 65 new diesel loco- 
motive units. to be comprised of 41 
1.750-hp road-switchers. 12 1.200-hp 
switchers and three four-unit road 
freight locomotives of 7,000 hp. 

The NPs Brainerd. Minn... shops 
will build 500 50-ft double-door steel 
box cars at a cost of $3.5 million. 

The company will order 12.000 tons 
of 115- and 132-lb rail and fastenings 
for relaying 59 miles of main track. 
These materials are expected to cost 
$2.5 million. Rail relay for main and 
branch lines will cost an additional 
$3 million. plus $1,233.000 for ballast- 
ing. 

New facilities in the program in- 
clude: Completion of the new retarder 
classification vard at Pasco. Wa-h. ($3 
teiion, plus about $2 million «pent 
previously); a new bridge acro-s the 
Clark Fork river at Sand Point. Idaho 
($1.3 million); daylighting of the 
Homestake tunnel at the top of the 
continental divide near Butte. Mont. 
($400.000); vard offices and service 
huilding= at Northtown “D™ yard. Min- 
neapolis. at Mandan, N.D., and at 
Tacoma. Wa-h.. new stations at Walker. 
Minn.. and Gardiner, Mont.. and mis- 
cellaneous structures at various points 
on the system. at a total cost of $333.- 
000. 


The Southern Pacifie will build 
750 wide-door box cars in its Sacra- 
mento, Cal., shops. Delivery is sched- 
uled to begin next April and be com- 
pleted in September 1°55. These cars 
are part of the 1.500 recently au- 
thorized by the directors for construc- 
tion in SP shops 


The Western Pacifie has ordered 
100 double-door box cars from the 
Pullman-Standard Car Manufacturing 
Company at a cost of over $800,000. 





ICC CONFIRMS 
WRECK CAUSE 


The Interstate Commerce 
Commission confirmed yester- 
day that the derailment of the 
Santa Fe’s San Francisco Chief 
near Antioch last September 22 
was caused by a broken axle. 

This was the explanation 
given by Santa Fe officials im- 
mediately after the accident. in 
which fifty-nine persons were 
injured. 

The ICC at » issued in 
Washington, said that the axle 
located under one of the Chief's 
four diesel eleciric units failed 
! The ICC investigators found 
‘that regular inspections of the 
equipment prior to the accident 
failed to disclose any defect but 
that the mishap “strongly in- 
dicates the axle had been con. 
tinued in service beyond the en- 
dyrance linit.” 

“The severe service condi- 
tions of wheels and axles un- 
der diesel-electric locomotive 
units with axle hung motors 
suggests a need for more fre- 
quent testing of axles and de- 
termination of a safe life ex- 
pectancy,” the report said. 


Western Pacific 
Train Wrecked 


STOCKTON An eastbound 
Western Pacific freight train 
smashed into a heavily loaded lum- 
ber truck at fog-shrouded Termous 
crossing 13 miles northwest of here 
today injuring two persons and 
causing extensive damage. 

A railroad spokesman said 14 
freight cars were overturned while 
the Diesel locomotive and seven 
other cars were derailed. He esti- 
mated damage at several hundred 
thousand dollars. 11/18 

A wrecking crew was dispatched 
from Oroville to clear the wreck- 
age. In the meantime, east and 
westbound California Zephyrs were 
detoured over Southern Pacifie 
tracks. 


Army Picks Site 
Near Fairfield 


The Army plans to build 4 
multi - million-dollar ammunition 
depot in the Solano County 
swamp area about six - miles 
southeast of Fairfield to serve 
the entire Pacific. Qn S.Nel 

Selection of the site on Monte 
zuma Slough in the Potrero Hills 
area near Travis Air Force Base 
was announced yesterday by Lt 
Gen. W. C. Wyman, 6th Army 
commanding general, following 
a four-year survey. 
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UP To Withdraw 
Two Passenger Trains 


The Union Pacific has announced 
withdrawal of two “name” passenger 
trains—the “Gold Coast,” a coach and 
sleepin train operated daily be- 
tween Enicago and San Francisco, and 

press,” which ran daily 


Ses Angeles November 6. The “Gold 
Coast” will operate only until Jan- 
uary 8: 

third train, the “San Francisco 


A 
Overland,” which operates between ~ 


Chicago and San Francisco, will be 
completely equipped with streamlined 
cars to be released from other stream- 
lined trains scheduled to receive dome 
ee yee eee ee Oe 


“— A. . general passenger 
traffic manager, .explained that the 
routes served bv the discontinued 
trains will continue to be served 
streamlined trains on which 
now charges no extra fare. 


The Denver & Rio Grande West- 
ern has ordered 10 50-ton box cars 
from the Pullman-Standard Car Manu- 
facturing eee, | at an estimated 
cost of $9,300 each. Delivery is ex- 
pected, aq, November. 


Pay Pacifie.—Merger of Con- 
nt Companies. — The Southern 
Pacifio Railroad Company and four 
of its lessor lines have asked the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission to ap- 
prove a plan for merging their prop- 
ag into the Southern Pacific Com- 
The plan oapeneiiies merger 
of oT tke Arizona & Eastern El Paso 
Rock Island and El Paso & South- 
western into the SP Railroad Company, 
and then merger of the latter and the 
Dawson into the SP Company. 


White City Terminal & Utility. 
—Operation.—This road has applied to 
the ICC for authority to operate 3.5 
miles of indu track to provide 
switching and terminal services within 
the area known as White City, Oregon. 
The company owns. all property and 

pment of the now inoperative fa- 
cy Fy would establish interchanges 
the Southern Pacific. 


ye -Pacifie.—Division 4 of 
the ICC has authorized construction 
of a nine-mile branch from this road’s 
om wb ys ny to the site 
of a pro} plant of the California 
Portland Cement Company. The ce- 
ment company, which will construct 
industrial trackage, is advancing the 
total construction ‘cost of $574,475, 
to be refunded ae fees based on 
tonnage shipped from the proposed 


A tough bridge-raising job has been su: 
pleted by the Northern.Pacific, which lifted a 2.700 
Columbia River span to -compensate for the higher 
water level caused by McNary dam. 


Trailer-trainship operation between Alaska and Pacific 
coastal ports is under consideratién by the Alaska 
Steamship Company and several other coastal lines. 
The operation, it is understood, would utilize vessels 
similar to those of Seatrain Lines, Inc., with a capacity 
of about 100 freight cars apiece. While the Alaska 
Steamship Company has admitted that studies are 
under way, it has declined to make any statement about 
the findings until they are completed. 


Capital expenditures contemplated by the Southern Pa- 
cific in 1955 may exceed its average for the past five 
years, President D. J. Russell told New York security 
analysts last week, with a large chunk of the money 
likely to go for more new diesels. Mr. Russell also re- 
vealed that the road’s expanding piggyback services are 


bringing in “new revenue” 


; and that the SP is con- 


tinuing its experiments with industrial television, with 
a possible hookup between train dispatching offices 


under consideration. 


A sealed journal bearing, made by the National Motor 
Bearing Company, Redwood City, Cal., has been ap- 
proved by the AAR for test installation on 10,000 
interchange freight cars. The new device is said to seal 
journal boxes at both ends to prevent loss of lubricant, 
or entry of dirt or moisture; the axle in motion forces 


oil to all moving parts. 


0. P CAPITAL 
AUN oUCCtoD 


Modernization of the Southern 
Pacific's Oakland to Sacramento 
service, ordered, by the State 
public utilities commission and 
vainly fought by the railroad 
has been eminently successful, 
the commission claimed yester- 
day. 12/24 

Over three years ago, the rail- 
road sought the commission's 
permisison to abandon two noon- 
time steam trains on the route. 
claiming that they accounted 
for an annual loss of over 
$150.000 

The commission, instead. or 
dered the Southern Pacific to re- 
tain the service, but to replace 
the steam trains with a self- 
propelled diesel unit. 

The railroad fought the issue 
up to the United States Supreme 
Court, which, in refusing to hear 
the case, to effect upheld the 

commission order. 

Now, after six months of oper- 
ation, the commission said, the 
system has proved its worth by 
cutting the railroad’s loss on the 
route to practically nothing. 

This was denied by the S. P. 
Claude E. Peterson, vice presi- 
dent in charge of passenger 
traffic declared 

“The diesel unit has not 
been meeting its out of pocket 
operating costs by a consid- 
erable margin.” 

The commission also reported 
the system has increased 
revenue by as much as 100 per 
cent in one month and decreased 
cost by as much as 71 per cent. 


Richmond Rail 
Probe Set 


Relocation Survey to 
Be Resumed 


Decision to resume an investi- 
gation next summer into the 
proposed relocation of main rail- 
road lines in Richmond has been 
reached by the city council, City 
Manager Edward Howell an- 
nounced. 

The council allocated $4,000 to- 
ward the project and engaged 
Walter C. Sadler, professor of 
engineering at the University of 
Michigan, to complete a study 
of the problem he started in 
1953. The work will be conducted 
during a sixty day period next 
summer. 

Following his initial investiga 
tion, Sadler recommended the re 
location the main rail lines on 
the grounds that they bisect and 
surround the city. 








S. P. Bares 
Depot Plans 


Southern Pacific said yester- 
day it is spending $21,000 to 
spruce up the Third and Town- 
send Street train depot, but 
NOT because of termites. 

The old wood and plaster bell 
towers will be replaced with new 
cnes made of light metal. 

A railroad spokesman said 
with some annoyance that the 
company did not have termites 
in mind when metal cupolas 
were ordered. 

“They haven't got up that 
high yet, anyway,” the spokes- 
man said. 

“They wouldn't ever get up 
that high. And besides, we 
don’t know where that story 
about termites started.” 

Other improvements in the 
present work will include re 
roofing the train concourse be 
tween the main building and the 
gates, and renewing the decora- 
tive parapets on the roof walls. 


Southern Pacific 

The board sent to committee 
two resolutions on the traffic 
problem at the Southern Pacific 
depot at ‘Third and Townsend- 
sts 

One calls for City Atty. Dion 
R. Holm to begin legal proceed- 
ings to force the railroad to 
build a new terminal. The sec- 
ond asks the State Board of Har- 
bor Commissioners to fill in 
Islas Creek channel from 
Fourth to Sixth-sts so that rail- 
road facilities could be ex- 
panded. 





Cable Car Cuts 
Due for Completion 
By January, 1956 


Trimming and consolidating 
the cable car lines, as approved 
by the electorate in the June 
ballot, may be completed by 
January of 1956, James H. Tur- 
ner, manager for the Public 
Utilities C issi unced 
yesterday. 11/9 

The amendment first must be 
ratifie¢ by the State Legisla- 
ture. This is expected in Janu- 
ary, 1955. Controller Harry D. 
Ross has informed Turner that 
surplus city funds will be avail- 
able as soon as ratification is 
secured. The project is estimat- 
ed to cost $855,820. 

Included in the estimate is 
the sale of the California street 
powerhouse that is expected to 
net $175,000. 








Santa Fe “Chief” Hits 
Broken Rail; 9 Cars Off 


A broken rail on the main line near 
Needles, Cal., caused a derailment of 
the Santa Fe’s Los Angeles-to-Chicago 
“Chief” on November 25. Nine cars 
left the tracks but these remained up- 
right and there were few injuries to 
passengers. 


GN ‘Piggyback’ Service 
Extended to Fargo, N.D. 


Overnight “piggyback” service be- 
tween Minneapolis-St. Paul and Fargo, 

., Was instituted by the Great 
Northern November 30. 

The new service is an expansion of! 
trailer-on-flat-car operations which the 
road began last May. This original 
service was between the Twin Cities 
and Duluth-Superior 


Until tarifts are established for full 
trailer loads. the GN said, only LCL 
merchandise will be handled in the 
new Twin Cities-Fargo service. 


Santa Fe to Start 
West Coast Piggyback 


Closely following the start of the 
Santa Fe’s new Chicago-Kansas City 
piggyback service has come announce- 
ment of a Los Angeles-San Diego op- 
eration to be inaugurated November 15. 

Like the Chicago-Kansas City serv- 
ice 

the west coast operation will be 
handled by 24 and 32-ft trailers and 
flat cars equipped with tiedown ap- 
paratus for two of the smaller trailers, 
one of each size or one of the larger 
units. Also like the Chicago-Kansas 
City service, rates and minimums will 
truck competitive. The west coast 
service will be on an overnight basis 
in both directions—from Los Angeles 
daily except Saturday and from San 
Diego daily except Sunday (departure 
from San Diego being after midnight). 


Five Western Roads Sue to 
Halt Air Mail Experiments 


Five of the roads most directly af- 
fected by addition of the west coast to 
the three-cent-by-air-mail experiment 
have filed suit to enjoin the Post- 
master General from proceeding with 
his program. 

The suit, filed with U. S. District 
Court for the District of Columbia 
November 20, challenges the legality 
of the experiment on the ground that 
the distinction between air mail and 
other mail, including first class, is not 
preserved. It is illegal, the roads 
charged, to give the same service to 
Ron-air mail as to mail on which the 
Congressionally fixed rates for air mail 
are paid. 

The roads bringing the suit are the 
Santa Fe, Great Northern. Northern 
Pacific, Southern Pacific and Union 
Pacific. ; 





Trolley Vote 


Los Angeles City Board of 
Public Utilities and Transporta, 
tion threw the question of 
streetcar conversion to buses in 
this area into turmoil Tuesday 
with a resolution denying the 
Los Angeles Transit Lines ap- 
plication for the Ghange. 

Approval of a similar appli- 
cation has been granted by the 
state public utilities commis. 
sion. 11/25 

The tentative resolution, ef- 
fective in five days, affects 
lines 5, 7, 8, F, north part of 
W, and southerly part of 9. 
now using the older type of 
streetcars and for which appli- 
eation for conversion to bus 
service was made and on which 
extensive hearings have been 
conducted in recent weeks. 


MUSEUM PIECE; Old Santa Fe | 


comotive 643, which arrived in Okla 
homa City, Okla... April 2, 155, f 
permanent display at the 1954. ed.tior 
of the Oklahoma State Fair, almost 


but didn’t quite make it. It appeare 
for a time that the new fairy . 
would be ready to receive the ¢ 





when the fair opened, September 25 
so the old steamer, after being held 

storage at Tinker Fieid for more thar 
a year, was towed from Midwest Cit 
to Union Station and on west but 

ran out of track at a point southeas 
of the new fair plant. When 645 finally 


reaches the right spot in the fairgrounds 
it will become the first unit of a tran 
sportation or travel museum. 


“HAMBURGER GRILL,” featuring 
extra large hamburgers, has just been 
placed in service on the Southern 
Pacifie’s “San Franci uimited” 
tween Si Francisco Bay area cities 
and Ogden, Utah. The car—rebuilt in 
the SP’s Sacramento shops from a 
conventional dining ear—provides pas 
sengers with food items at any time of 
day. It includes a combinati 















counter where 
passengers make their selection-, and 
a table area seating 32. 


The Northern Pacifie ha~ ordered 
33 diesel units as follows: from Elec 
tro Motive Division. General Motors 
Corporation, 14 1,750 hp road switeh- 
ers. one 4 unit 7,000 hp freight loco- 
motive and eight 1.200 hp switchers: 
from the American Locomotive Com- 
pany. one 900 hp switcher and six 
1,600 hp road switchers. 

The Northern Pacifie has ordered 
500 50 ton box cars 


The Great Northern has purchax 
19 sets of mobile radio equipment t 
he installed on electric Tocomotive 
operating between Wenatchee an 
Skykomish. Wash. The equipment! 
which includes converters for opera 
ing the 117-volt a-c radio from 64 volt 
d-c was ordered from the Westinghous 
Electric Corporation. 
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Journal Northwest Living Magazine, November 14, 1954-—< 


Portland's last electric inter- 
urbans, the Oregon City and 
Bellrose, are again in the news. 
Their owners, their right-of- 
way and last but not least, 
their embattled patrons, have 
been the subject of stories, edi- 
torials and letters during the 
last two years. 

These lines, technically known 
as “Portland Railread and Ter- 
minal Division,” are owned by 
the Portland Traction company, 
which in turn is owned by a 
San Francisco holding firm, the 
Portland Transit company. Cur- 
rently, there is a petition before 
the Oregon state public utilities 
commission for permission to 
abandon the passenger service 
on the interurban lines, on the 
ground that this service loses 
money. 





HOWEVER, according to the 
patrons of the lines, the fore- 
going is only part of the story, 
and only another battle in the 
war between the commuters 
and the Portland Traction com- 
pany. : 

In 1952, a similar petition on 
similar grounds was filed. A 
voluntary group, made up main- 
ly of people along the Oregon 
City route, formed “Transit 
Savers,” under the presidency 
of Carl Applegren, daily com- 
muter and Oak Grove property 
owner. Transit Savers, a non- 
profit, entirely volunteer or- 
ganization, circulated petitions, 
held mass meetings and sold 
memberships to raise money to 
fight abandonment proceed- 
ings. They obtained legal assist- 
ance and turned out droves of 
local property owners and in- 
terurban riders to attend hear- 
ing held in early January, 
1953, in Portland and Oregon 
City. 

‘The PUC was so swamped 
with eager witnesses that ad- 
ditional time and space was ar- 
ranged and mass testimony sub- 
stituted for individual, The PUC 
decided that the passenger 
service was a needed public 
utility and it was retained. 

According to members of the 
Hobby club, Pacific Northwest 
Electric Railway association, 
this transit-saving group of 
aroused commuters is the only 
one of its kind in the United 
States; the only one ever to 
have stopped successfully an 
abandonment proceeding. Most 
similar lines in other cities have 
gone down through disinterest 
of the patrons. Twice since, 
Transit Savers have been in 
there swinging, once on a peti- 
tion to limit service, once on a 
fare increase. Fares have been 
increased but the service re- 
mains the same, 

IF TRANSIT Savers is unique 
in the nation, so is the contro- 
versial Oregon City line. It is 
the oldest interurban of its kind 
in the country; it is also the only 
one of its kind still operating. 
It was the first line in the Unite 
ed States to use electric current 
generated by water power—pow- 
er from the falls at Oregon City, 


First organized as the East 
Side railway, opened for busl- 
ness in February, 1893, it ran 
the then astrenomical distance 
of 15 miles between Portland 
and Oregon City powered by the 
magic of electricity. It followed 
approximately the present route, 
except through southeast Port- 
land, and was hailed with lyrical 
speeches and an equally enthusi- 
astic press. However, the line 
added another first to its grow- 
ing list—hard times set in and 
the first interurban became the 
first to go broke! But it kept 
running. Reorganized, sold, re- 
modeled, done over, right-of-way 
changed, added to, taken away 
from, the service nevertheless 
continued uninterrupted. 

The interurbans reached their 
heyday in the early years of the 
century, prior to the advent of 
Henry Ford and his ubiquitous 
“Model T.” With the coming of 
the automobile, interurbans be- 
gan to decline, and by the de- 
pression days of the 1930s most 
of the electrics hereabouts were 
on their way out. 


Offer Declined 


Portland Traction company of- 
ficials were invited to present 
their views of the interurban story 
os a part of today’s centerspread 
article but declined with thanks. 








PEPCO OWNED the Oregon 
City line and was seeking aban- 
donment. However, the employes 
and some of the officials asked 
the PUC for a delay and con- 
ducted a campaign to drum up 
both patronage and freight busi- 
ness. The program paid off and 
the Oregon City line was begin- 
ning to break even in 1939. 

World War II brought more 
business than the lines could 
handle. Every old car and every 
retired operator who could be 
found were reactivated and 
pressed into service. 

For several years the cars ran 
loaded to capacity and there was 
no more tatk of abandonment. 
But in 1949 passenger cars to 
Gresham were discontinued and 
the service on that line reduced 
to the present Bellrose. How- 
ever, the Gresham line does a 
profitable business in hauling 
food, lumber and the like. 

After the public interest 
shown in the PUC hearings of 
1952-53, ancient wooden cars, 
some about 40 years old, were 
scrapped and replaced with new- 
er, but second-hand, cars. A 60th 
birthday celebration was held 
in February, 1953, to greet the 
new vehicles. These cars, to- 
gether with an assortment of 
other trolleys in various states 
of repair, make up the present 
passenger rolling stock. But, with 
old or newer cars, the Oregon 
City line still has many inter- 
ested patrons—commuters, 
housewives, elderly folk end 
school children. They ride the 


sometimes scenic, sometimes 
bucolic private route, both be- 
tween stations and into Port- 
land, there to work, shop, at- 
tend school, or seek entertain- 
ment, 


MEANWHILE, the PUC con- 
siders the petition for abandon- 
ment, and is making its own 
exhaustive survey to determine 
peak hours and other pertinent 
data. The traction company 
keeps mum, except to reiterate 
that the passenger service is 
losing money. 

No so, say Transport Savers. 
Resurrected this summer under 
the presidency of Richard Kopp, 
who owns a home near Silver 
Springs station between Mil- 
waukie and Oak Grove, * the 
group incorporated as a non- 
profit organization, and swung 
into action. Handbills, advertise- 
ments, news items, radio and 


telephones alerted the commut- 
ers and prorperty owners along 
the threatened routes. A mass 
meeting September 21 culmi- 
nated the preliminaries. 

Transit Savers base their op- 
position to abandonment on sev- 
eral points: They contend that 
while passenger service may lose 
some money, the lines when 
treated as a whole are profitable; 
that the freight more than de- 
frays any passenger debits, 

They contend that property 
purchased in the southeast sub- 
urbs, because the interurban 
was there, will measurably de- 
preciate without passenger serv- 
ice, and that this depreciation 
will be further accelerated by 
a freight line running near by. 
(At present, freight is carried 
only late at night on the Oregon 
City line.) 

They contend that the area is 
constantly growing, and that a 
little salesmanship on the part 
of the owners would bring in 
sufficient extra patronage to put 
the Oregon City passenger serv- 
ice, at least, on a paying basis. 
(Previous public hearings have 
brought out that the firm has 
spent only a very small sum 
on advertising, most of that sum 
being used to print schedules.) 


TRANSIT SAVERS want it 
understood that at no time has 
the Portland Traction company 
desired to abandon trackage 
and right-of-way on the disputed 
lines, obviously planning to con- 
tinue and expand the freight 
business. This has lead to the 
persistent rumor that a hand- 
some figure has been offered 
for these lines, provided some 
disposal can be made of their 
determined patrons. Their de- 
termination may be explained 
by the fact that there is no sub- 
stitute service, nor none in 
sight, on River road between 
Milwaukie and Jennings Lodge. 
This densely populated residen- 
tial area was planned toward 
interurban service. Busses were 





tried during the war, but dye 
to the nature of the many dead- 
end roads leading only to the 
trolley line and, the lay of the 
land, busses cannot cover the 
ground as the interurban does 
on its private right-of-way, 
which runs between highway 
99E and River road 

On the long view, experts say 
that many citics of comparable 
size, choked and dying of auto- 
mobile suffocation in their cen- 
ters will have to turn again to 
cars on rails, running on pri- 
vate right-of-ways, as part of the 
plan to lessen traffic congestion. 
This type of transportation, now 
dubbed “rapid transit,” is quick, 
odorless, pleasant-riding, and 
adds no traffic problems such 
as busses do. 

This year, Cleveland, O., which 
also covered her streetcar 
tracks, is Inaugurating a new 
rapid transit system, to the tune 
of $35,000,000. 

Transit Savers remind those 
in Portland and Oregon City, 
who feel that the interurbans 
are a nuisance, that they run 
mostly on private right-of-way, 
and if all the commuters who 
now ride should start driving, 
the traffic on southeast arterials, 
bridges and in the downtown 
area would increase to a truly 
overwhelming degree. Down- 
town merchants are reminded 
that foot traffic is shopping 
traffic. 

In a few years, with the con- 
stantly growing suburbs, it would 
cost 10 times as much to replace 
the interurbans with some form 
of rapid transit service as it 
would to keep them as they are, 
and add to them as needed. 

The PUC has a momentous de- 
cision in its hands 


Key System Gets 
Preferred Offer 


Blyth & Co., Inc., has trans- 
mitted to holders of Railway 
Equipment & Realty Co., Ltd., 
preferred stock the offer of Tran- 
sit Casualty Co. to buy the 
shares at $110. 

The offer made by Transit Cas- 
ualty Co., affiliate of National 
City Lines, expires Dec. 10 and 
may not be made effective unless 
80 per cent or more of the 25,819 
preferred shares are deposited 
under the plan. This would re- 
quire deposit of 20,655 shares. 

In transmitting the offer, 
Blyth stated: “We understand 
there is a possibility that RE&R 
will pay dividend arrearages in 
the near future. Such arrearages 
smounted to $25.50 a share as of 
April 1, 1954 

Blyth & Co. has advised holders 
of the preferred stock that it con- 
siders the offer of $110 a share 
reasonable and fair. The stock 
recently has sold around 90. 

it has been reported that 
RE&R might borrow funds to 
pay off the arrears and later buy 
the stock from Transit Cas- 
ualty Co, 
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